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Remarks/arguments : 

The prior art has been extensively reviewed, and in view of US 5,015,180 (which 
corresponds to EP 0 385 792) claim 1 has been cancelled and new claims 11 and 12 are 
presented herewith. The prior art teaches a sandwich construction where the transparent 
strip carries a dental adhesive strip which is protected by a covering sheet. Applicants' 
construction does not include a covering sheet. Thus, as it is supplied from a roll no 
covering sheet is required. This feature is set forth in new claim 11. 

New claim 12 is drawn to the reinforcing edge formed by folding over an edge. The 
examiner has taken the position mat Summer et al (6482005) theses a reinforcing edge at 18. 
However, applicants believe that the examiner may be in error. Thus Summer et al identifies 
18 as "first and second frame end portions 18, which extend between the respective ends of 
the side portions 14, 16." From the text, as well as from the drawings, this does not appear 
to be a reinforced edge as required by the claim. Accordingly, the examiner is respectfully 
requested to withdraw this grounds of rejection and to allow claim 12, as well as dependant 
claims 4-6, in the absence of more relevant prior art. 

Method claim 8 is drawn to the concept of using the dental adhesive strip of this 
invention as a protective strip. While the use of protective strips are know in the art, the 
specific steps set forth in claim 8 are not know. Accordingly, this claim should also be 
allowed. 

In that all claims now set forth in this application are deemed to be allowable for the 
reasons set forth above, the allowance of this application in the absence of more relevant 
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prior art is respectfully requested. 
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